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ASCENSION PERSPECTIVES
Two events this past month have left a deep
impression on me and have gotten me thinking a
lot about what it means to be the church in these
rapidly changing and increasingly uncertain times.
The first was the 2015 ELCA Hunger Leaders’
Gathering held January 15th-18th in San
Francisco and the second the Winter Convocation
at my alma mater Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
MN.
Under the theme “Congregations For Change”
one of the highlights of the San Francisco event
was a neighborhood walk through Oakland, a
primarily African American community that has
known more than its share of violence and poverty
and yet where hope lives through the ministry of
congregations like Bethlehem Lutheran Church
which we visited.
Upon arrival we were met by long time member
Jennifer who began our tour with the beautiful
sanctuary that looked about as traditional as they
come including the beautiful stained glass window
of the risen Jesus extending his nail marked
hands in blessing.
Our next stop was the Johnson fellowship hall
named after longtime members who when a fire
devastated the sanctuary some years ago took
out a second mortgage on their house to pay for
the repairs insurance wouldn’t cover. There we
met with a group of women who by their own
admission were some of the well seasoned
members of the congregation. We learned about
the ways the congregation is truly engaged in the
community not as a way to “get new members” or
“to help pay the bills” but because “that’s what the
Spirit calls us to do.”
In addition to offering regular health screenings
for the community, they provide outreach to at risk
youth through an after school program and a
remarkable library that provides books and other
materials to school aged children. Over the years
they’ve given away thousands of books to
countless numbers of young voracious readers in

the community. It was a good day to be reminded
that one of the greatest blessings of being a part of
a church like the ELCA is how bound together by
the Spirit in Christ God can and does do great
things.
Last week, at Luther Seminary Convocation the
theme was based on the oft heard phrase “Spiritual
but not Religious”. Instead of looking at this
increasingly common description of self definition
critically we came to a greater understanding of
what people might be saying to us as the church
and of how this new reality might provide new
opportunities to engage with others . Again keynote
presenters and workshops helped us to better
understand the realities we face in these times of
great change.
Pastor and bestselling author, Nadia Bolz Weber
offered up a compelling vision of how a uniquely
Lutheran understanding of life and faith resonates
with people’s experience in the world today. Picking
up on the theme of Jesus’ call to discipleship,
Weber wondered what it would look like if we (as
the Church) knew that none of our efforts to
preserve ourselves mattered. Earlier Professor Lois
Malcom suggested that our calling is to midwife
what the Spirit is up to in our communities and
throughout the world.
I confess that the experience of these past few
weeks has left my head spinning. In time I pray that
more and more will become clear to me and that I
can share those thoughts with you here in this
column and in my preaching. That being the case I
can however with even more clarity say that I
believe the Holy Spirit calls us to be out there in the
world, paying attention to what is going on, to name
what we see God leaving the results in God’s
hands but never the less be present as Christ for
the sake of the world.
Yours In Christ,
Pastor Peterson

Congregational and Community News
A special thank you to Matt
McKelvey and ServiceTech
Audio Visual for their
donations to the sanctuary
sound system enhancements.

Bread for All Food Pantry
Ash Wednesday

The Food Pantry is asking for
assistance by way of food
donations, cash donations or by
volunteering when the pantry is
open.

February 18th

Wednesday Lenten Services
February 25th through March 25th

Navigate to the following website for additional
information:

Lenten Fish Fry
http://www.hclcaustin.org/2013/bread-for-all-food-pantry

March 25th — Evening Meal

Thank you for assisting in this important ministry!

Palm Sunday
March 29th

Holy Week
March 30th—April 4th

A five-year lease agreement was signed in
January between Ascension and the International
Montessori House of Children! As part of that
agreement, the school building will be remodeled
in upcoming months. The basic structure will
remain in place, however. Please watch for
frequent updates as the project is underway!

Easter Sunday
April 5th

February 1st
Souper Bowl of Caring & Soup Luncheon

January

February 7th — Senior Fest—8am to 3pm
Bethany Lutheran Church,
3701 Slaughter Lane, Austin

February 15th
Valentine Potato Lunch
Following Worship

Week

Jan 4

Jan 11

Jan 18

Jan 25

Offering

$ 1878

$ 2179

$ 2030

$ 1590

29

31

31

33

Attendance

Congregational News

Monday, February 9th
7:30 pm
Council Meeting
Sunday, February 1st
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Souper Bowl of Caring
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
Soup Luncheon following Worship

Wednesday, February 11th
9:30 am
Dominoes
7:30 pm
Choir Practice

Wednesday, February 4th
9:30 am
Dominoes
7:30 pm
Choir Practice

Saturday, February 14th
Valentine’s Day
10:00 am Book Club

Saturday, February 21st
10:00 am Book Club

Saturday, February 7th
10:00 am
Book Club
Senior Fest @ Bethany Lutheran

Sunday, February 15th
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Last Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Sunday, February 22nd
First Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Wednesday, February 18th
Ash Wednesday
9:30 am
Dominoes
7:00 pm
Worship
Choir Practice after Worship

Valentine Potato
Luncheon after
Worship
Sunday, February 8th
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Monday,
February
16th

Wednesday, February 25th
9:30 am
Dominoes
12:00 noon Lenten Service
7:30 pm
Choir Practice
Saturday, February 28th
10:00 am
Book Club

Wanda Block

Susan Schultz

James Logan Brewster

James R. Shannon

Karen Haschke

James V. Shannon

Rayne Jones

Benne Faye Simon

Helen Kneten

Patients of the Texas Oncology Center

Mildred Lamb

Bryan from Nicaraqua

Nancy Matchus

Remodeling of Building for International Montessori School
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
February 1

February 8

February 15

February 22

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Isaiah 40:21-31

2 Kings 2:1-12

Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 111

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c

Psalm 50:1-6

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:21-28

Mark 1:29-39

Mark 9:2-9

Mark 1:9-15

